CHAPTER VII
^MARLOWE

CHEISTOPHEB MARLOWE was a typical product
of tlie Renaissance. The new learning went to his
head ; and he had an excellent head for it to go to.

Nature that framed ULS of four elements,
Warring within our breasts for regiment,1
Doth teach us all to have aspiring minds . , .

he makes Tamburlaine say; and it was certainly true
of himself. The elements warred within his breast, till
they destroyed him. His mind aspired proudly,
acknowledging no limit to its range : and in his short
life he achieved enough to make it the most promising,
in the history of our literature, that was ever cut
short untimely.

The son of a shoemaker, Marlowe was born in
Canterbury in 1564, the same year as Shakespeare.
He was educated at King's School, Canterbury, and
went from there to Corpus Christi College, Cambridge,
taking his degree in 1583. Next to nothing is known
about his life there, though he was soon to become
famous as the greatest of a set of writers known as
"the University Wits," who descended in a body
upon the theatre of the time, carrying all before
them. Their success aroused resentment, as might be

1 Mastery.